
Office on the EconomicOffice on the Economic
Status of WomenStatus of Women

Office on the Economic
Status of Women

Monthly Newsletter
 October 2026 | Issue 14/282

IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE:
October: Breast Cancer Research Month

Unhoused Women and Homelessness in Minnesota

AI and Wage Loss Dashboard

Reading List 

findings and make recommendations to the legislature on an ongoing basis.”
report to the legislature on all matters relating to the economic status of women... The [OESW] shall communicate its

, the Office on the Economic Status of Women “shall study study andMinnesota Statute Sec. 3.303, Subdivision 7Per 

Oberg Mountain, North Shore of Lake Superior, by nikitsin via Canva.



O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6 |  I S S U E  1 4 / 2 8 2

O E S W  N E W S L E S T T E R  |  P A G E  2

October: Breast Cancer Awareness
Research Recap

Specificity in breast cancer diagnoses
DCIS, ductal carcinoma in situ, is a growth of cells commonly found during mammograms.
They can lead to breast cancer for about 1 in 5 women, but often do not. Researchers at
UCSD set out to discover a reliable, objective way of determining whether DCIS cells will
become cancerous in the future. They used a measure of a cell’s “stickiness” - the strength of
a cell’s attachment to neighboring cells, and found that stickier cells were less likely to
become cancerous, and that stickiness had a negative correlation with the number of genes
related to cancer. The practice was successful both inside and outside the lab on women with
DCIS, and they were consistently able to distinguish between high-risk and low-risk DCIS
samples. Though the practice requires further research and is in early stages, it presents a
potentially useful diagnostic tool.

Cutting the fuel to triple-negative breast cancer
Researchers know that immune cells inside of tumors, called macrophages, supply nutrients
to triple-negative breast cancer, making it especially hard to fight. Researchers attempted to

disrupt the metabolism of these immune cells using a new drug, 6-AN. It slowed tumor
growth in one model, though not another, and increased the number of cancer-killing cells.

Researchers stated that targeting the macrophages metabolism in this way could be a way to
help boost immune responses to triple-negative breast cancer.

New targeted drug agent for metastatic ER+/HER2- breast cancer
In July, the FDA approved a new drug, gedatolisib, from a Minneapolis-based biotech firm.
The new drug is a “multi-targeted kinase inhibitor” which is able to halt parts of a signaling
pathway that is often co-opted by cancer cells to drive their own growth, and is designed to
work alongside an already existing drug called fulvestrant. In the clinical trial, all groups who
took gedatolisib in combination with any other treatments showed significantly improved,
progression-free survival. 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month! In the past year, breast cancer research has seen
several breakthroughs in diagnosis efficacy and treatment options. 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/ebiom/article/PIIS2352-3964(25)00194-X/fulltext
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aei2831?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mskcc.org%2F
https://www.fredhutch.org/en/news/center-news/2026/07/fda-approves-new-breast-cancer-drug-viktoria-study-metastatic-mbc.html
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Unhoused Women and Homelessness in Minnesota

Our October factsheet looks into the
demographics of unhoused women and the
experience of homelessness for women in
Minnesota. 

Women make up about 35% of Minnesota’s
unhoused population, slightly less than the
gender proportion for the country overall. The
majority of unhoused women in Minnesota
have a high school diploma or GED
equivalent, and many have attended college.
Many are also employed or actively looking
for work. 

Check out the full factsheet on our website for
more detailed statistics.

AI-attributed layoffs in Minnesota

The Center for AI Safety, a non-profit with the mission to reduce risks associated with AI
by conducting safety research, has published a new wage loss dashboard that tracks
wage and employment losses associated with AI by state. Currently, according to the
dashboard, Minnesota has seen a loss of 483 jobs, which is a 24x increase since January
of this year. They estimate that in wages, these losses come to $34,000,000 annually.
Compared to the rest of the country, however, Minnesota has seen much less AI-
attributed job loss than states like California, Washington, Texas, Florida and New York,
all of which are seeing job losses to AI numbering in the thousands. California has seen
the highest losses, with 27,270 job losses attributed to AI, estimating a loss of $2.2 billion
dollars in wages. The researchers note that this dashboard tool does not measure jobs
created by AI, gains in productivity, re-employment following job loss, or other
secondary economic effects. 

While only one part of the puzzle of AI’s impact on the job market, research has
suggested that women are likely to be disproportionately affected by AI related job
losses. A working paper published earlier this year by the National Bureau of Economic
Research identified roles and industries that were particular vulnerable to job loss due to
AI. Of those vulnerable roles, 81% of workers in them were women. Due to the high
concentration of women in clerical, secretarial and administrative work, many have been
concerned about the impact of AI on women’s economic opportunities, but tools like this
wage loss dashboard may help keep track of these emerging labor market changes.  

https://www.oesw.mn.gov/info/factSheets/2026%20Unhoused%20Women%20in%20Minnesota.pdf
https://www.oesw.mn.gov/info/factSheets/2026%20Unhoused%20Women%20in%20Minnesota.pdf
https://www.wageloss.ai/
https://www.nber.org/papers/w34705
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Click here to manage your newsletter subscription.
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Visit our website at oesw.mn.gov
Still can’t find what you’re looking for? 

Email us at oesw@lcc.mn.gov.

READING LIST

but does not necessarily reflect the views of the OESW or function as an endorsement of the views expressed.
Reading list features a variety of news and articles related to the OESW’s areas of interest from different perspectives,

In a Texas prison, Kwaneta cultivated a menopause support network from scraps of paper
The 19th

Too many women face a “diagnostic odyssey” at the doctor’s office
CBS News

Building a business case for workplace menstrual hygiene management programs
Journal of Water, Sanitation & Hygiene for Development

OB-GYNS set new rules for menopause treatment
NPR News

Trump signs executive order creating women’s health division within NIH
CBS News

St. Louis Park woman breaks Guinness speed mark for rucking
Star Tribune

Gone Girls: Hollywood is Purging its Women Execs
Vanity Fair

https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-on-the-economic-status-of-women/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_detail_base%3B0EV%2FN7yJRsOTrfiCpiqmog%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/oeswmn?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=M2M0Y2JmOTAyOA==
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555694532715&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUKYMnz-lK4kb_417NmellKCboZdeySz9RijGmD3-i99Xv2vM3awwOr993G8D9xsx7voN_tvUwAbX1yhMEbnMi78NiIVBMMLjsKOgXx_X-hX2Yk3Qhtl62e_eiDFfxU6cJtju2ZsT1KfIb1fheAU6_ZRukmIdqUlX_MQHmRYsOVKErSN_GSODti8C2vCoOM51_5VKLyKSn8YLSZZpQtuMou&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNLCC/subscriber/new?topic_id=MNLCC_21
https://www.oesw.mn.gov/index.html
https://19thnews.org/2026/09/menopause-women-prison-kwaneta-harris/?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/society-womens-health-research-healthful/?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us
https://iwaponline.com/washdev/article/13/7/494/95798/Building-a-business-case-for-workplace-menstrual
https://www.npr.org/2026/10/16/nx-s1-6005201/health-treatment-menopause-hot-flash-night-sweats-insomnia?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-executive-order-on-womens-health/?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us
https://www.startribune.com/st-louis-park-woman-breaks-guinness-speed-mark-for-rucking/601900285
https://www.vanityfair.com/story/layoffs-netflix-warner-bros-women?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us
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